
January 11, 2022

Amy Moore, Assistant Deputy Director/Counsel
Division of Cannabis Regulation (DCR)
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services
PO Box 570
Jefferson City, Missouri 63102-0570

Attn: Representative
Re: Feedback to December 20, 2022 updated drafts of Industry Regulations

On behalf of the Missouri Hemp Trade Association, its members, associated businesses,
and the Missouri hemp industry as a whole; we are writing to you regarding the proposed
rules. We are specifically concerned with the amended language in the Draft Rule for
Manufacturing Facilities: section: (E),(F).

(E) Any tetrahydrocannabinol in a marijuana product manufactured by a
manufacturing licensee shall only be derived from marijuana cultivated in Missouri
by a licensed cultivator;
(F) Manufactured product may not contain chemical modification, conversion, or
synthetic derivation of cannabinoids to produce intoxicating cannabinoid isomers,
and all cannabinoids acquired from entities other than marijuana facilities for
purpose of inclusion in marijuana product must be accompanied by a Certificate of
Analysis at time of acquisition that shows compliance with this provision.

Through discussions with DCR representation, said representation has concerns with all types
of Federally legally represented Hemp products, compounds and processes that achieve said
results for the Tetrahydrocannabinols and non-intoxicating compounds.  We feel this opinion
and these statements that have been made in both public and private forums are both harmful
and slanderous to our Industry and products.  We as an Industry can not support nor allow this
type of comments.

We have asked and received no feedback from DCR that would validate any such claims of :
products containing such Tetrahydrocannabinols compounds causing and/or being harmful to
patients or customers. No said documents have been provided. No test results have been
released.  No customer safety data has been shown nor released.  DHSS as a Governmental
Agency that represents the safe regulation of the Marijuana Industry has an obligation of
regulation to its patients and/or upcoming customers not to the Industry it regulates. Not the
other way around.



MoCann Trade stated in a publicly released brief in response to DCR proposed rules:

-“Licensed cultivation facilities do not and will not attempt to grow hemp plants
inside their facility. Every serious cultivator would uniformly agree that the
presence of hemp plants would present an existential threat to all the marijuana
plants growing in the facility. Spores from the hemp plants would negatively
interact with the marijuana plants, causing them to hermaphrodite and result in
cannabis riddled with seeds and of generally lower quality.”

- “Accordingly, in practice, this rule provision would effectively ban approximately
one third of the manufactured products currently available in the Missouri market,
including some of the most popular products and ones that are most effective at
alleviating certain medical conditions.”

After seeing these statements from the Marijuana Industry, the underlying effect has been for
DCR to switch its stance into only allowing “isomerized products that the Marijuanna Industry
supports to be used and become acceptable.” CBD,CBG,CBN are among the top compounds
currently being infused and utilized currently by the Marijuana Industry. Missouri Hemp Trade
Assn feels this is an unacceptable position for DCR to take or support. If these Hemp
“Tetrahydrocannabinol” processes, products, and or compounds are harmful, but all
“non-intoxicating Cannabinols” are not harmful, then this distinction of Cannabinols needs to
be addressed fully by DCR and its Representatives. These manufactured marijuana products
containing Hemp derived Cannabinols currently are approximately $3.5-$4 million in Medical
Marijuana sales per month.  With the onset of Adult-use looming, the growth of these specific
products could be over $10 million per month in sales.

The DCR has no Authority to regulate any processes, products, and /or compounds any
further than Marijuana.  As all Hemp derived processes, products and/or compounds fall
outside said Regulatory Missouri State Statutes, Missouri Hemp Trade Assn. advises the
following:

-The Marijuana Industry can not create the compound: Delta 9 Tetrahydrocannabinol. Seed to
sale tracking prohibits this from occurring inside the Medical/Adult-use program. All Delta 9
Tetrahydrocannabinol must be extracted from legally grown and harvested Marijuana plants.
Hemp vs Marijuana is clearly defined in Missouri State Statute as well as Federal Statute.

-DCR has no Statue Authority to regulate any process, products, and/or compounds that fall
outside that Statue of Authority, by default any Marijuana Manufacture License holder may
create, use, unfuse, blend, and sell an Federally legal Hemp derived product, compound,
cannabinoid without oversight or prohibition from DCR.



The result of Regulatory overreach is a fundamentally rule provision that threatens products
both manufactured and sold in Missouri by legally produced hemp manufactures, wholesalers,
and retailers.  The concern Missouri Hemp Trade Assn, has is this regulation may place
Missouri Hemp producers, manufactures, retailers and/or customers in harmful situations, due
to ill informed and over zealous Law Enforcement. Law Enforcement may believe, since none
of these Cannabinoids can exist in Marijuana Products, would that by default lead to Law
Enforcement beliefs that all these legal Hemp Industry Cannabinoids are illegal.  This could
cost our Industry a lot of unfair negative-bias and legal issues moving forward.

To further back that statement:
Quoting an article from Komu Channel 8 in Columbia.  A DCR approved Marijuana Licensee
Holder, as quoted in this Article Mr. Nevil Patel, owner of Shangri-La dispensaries,   "A 14%
tax versus a 17% tax will help us fight the illicit market," Patel said. "A higher tax obviously
directs people to still potentially utilize a 'traditional market' I like to say, compared to a legal
cannabis market."  and then Patel defines "traditional markets" as non-license holding
cannabis dispensaries or traditional drug dealers. Followed with Patel saying "I personally
would like to see that funding go toward law enforcement to fight traditional markets," "The
whole purpose of adding extra tax is to provide a revenue to the city, so if we are fighting
against someone who's paying 0%, and here [Shangri- La] we're having to pay 17%, I would
at least ask that those funds get put behind resources to eliminate or try to fight the illicit
market. "

Missouri Hemp Trade Assn.  has to assume that the next agenda for the DCR, Marijuana
Lobbyists and Leaders will be to pursue actions in the Legislation and/or through bogus
reports and mis-truths to Law Enforcement and through other State Agencies. Unsupported
claims and speech like this both threatens the safety and growth of the Hemp Industry.
Speech and regulations that DCR are implementing only further these slanderous claims
against our Industry.  Continued unsupported claims by DCR and its Representatives should
be placed into the public for both discussion and peer review.

We would request that DCR and its Representatives help devise a safer alternative vs
straight-out prohibition of legal Hemp derived Cannabinoids.  Missouri Hemp Trade Assn
again asks: if DCR has any information or data that shows safety concerns or damages
caused by these types of Hemp derived products and compounds that would, by default injure
either patients and/or customers that that data be shared with Missouri Hemp Trade Assn.
Any products and/or compounds manufactured containing such Hemp derived Cannabinoids,
we respectfully ask DCR to assist Missouri Hemp Trade in developing safe, equitable testing
or guidelines for all of the “Cannabinoids” DCR would be concerned with.  Missouri Hemp
Trade Assn. feels in the time of decriminalization, and legalization,  a positive action could
lead to a better unified message for not only the Hemp Industry but for all Cannabis Industry.
If any representative of DCR would like to consult with the Missouri Hemp Trade Assn., please



know Missouri Hemp Trade Assn. is always here to help and assist our Industry, and by
default Cannabis customers and patients throughout the State of Missouri.

For these reasons we feel that the entirety of section (E)(F) is superfluous and beyond the
scope of the department's regulatory authority and should be amended.  Missouri Hemp Trade
Assn would consider language that can benefit all of the cannabis industries involved such as:

(E) Any Delta 9 tetrahydrocannabinol in a marijuana product manufactured product by a
Marijuana manufacturing licensee shall only be derived from marijuana cultivated in Missouri
by a licensed cultivator;
(F) Marijuana Manufactured product may not contain chemical modification, conversion, or
synthetic derivation of cannabinoids to produce intoxicating cannabinoid Delta 9
Tetrahydrocannabinol isomers and all Hemp derived cannabinoids acquired from entities other
than Licensed marijuana facilities for purpose of inclusion in marijuana Manufactured product
must be accompanied by a Current ( Definition of “Current”- Certificates of Analysis must be
within 90 days of purchase and acquisition of viable hemp products and/or compounds )
Certificate of Analysis at time of acquisition that shows compliance with this provision.
Certificates of Analysis must show date or testing, Laboratory name, address, phone number.
All testing laboratories must meet current USDA Federal guidelines and regulations as set
forth by USDA Domestic Hemp Production Program regulations (Final Rule; 86 FR 5596).

Sincerely on behalf of,
Missouri Hemp Trade Association, Board of directors, Members, Hemp industry at large,
By: Sean Hackmann, President
By: Kevin Halderman, Board Member

All responses for comment can be made through DHSS at:
https://health.mo.gov/safety/cannabis/draft-rules.php




